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MINUTES OF THE 1ST MEETING OF THE ETHICS AND INTEGRITY COMMISSION
HELD AT 10.00 ON THURSDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 2025

Present:

Doug Chalmers CB DSO OBE (Chair)
Rt Hon Lady Arden DBE

Rt Hon Baroness Beckett GBE

Rt Hon lan Blackford

Councillor Ruth Dombey OBE

Ewen Fergusson

Professor Mark Philp, Senior Academic Adviser

Stuart Sterling OBE, Chief Executive Officer
Lesley Bainsfair, EIC secretariat

Nicola Richardson, EIC secretariat

Peter Kelleher, EIC secretariat

Amy Austin, EIC secretariat

Lesley Glanz, EIC secretariat

Maggie O’Boyle, Press Officer’

Andrew Rhodes, Chief Executive, Gambling Commission and
George Sinnott, Head of Public Affairs and Corporate Communications,
Gambling Commission, attended the meeting for an informal discussion

before the start of formal business.

" Maggie O’Boyle, DF Press provides part-time press support to the Civil Service Commission; the
House of Lords Appointments Commission; the Office for the Commissioner for Public Appointments;
and the Ethics and Integrity Commission.
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DISCUSSION WITH ANDREW RHODES, CHIEF EXECUTIVE, GAMBLING COMMISSION

On behalf of the Commission, the Chair welcomed Andrew Rhodes, Chief Executive and
George Sinnott, Head of Public Affairs and Corporate Communications, Gambling
Commission, to the meeting. Andrew had kindly accepted an invitation to discuss the issue
of betting by politically connected persons, which had been a matter of interest to members
of the Committee on Standards on Public Life before the July 2024 general election.

Andrew Rhodes explained that there were no codes of conduct in terms of regulating
political betting which presented a challenge in that organisations have not taken a clear
position in order to avoid reputational or integrity risks themselves, which might have
mitigated the risk of such an event taking place. Although the UK’s mature regulatory
gambling regime is capable of spotting anomalies in cases of betting integrity, there is no
governing body regulatory regime with regard to political gambling, as there is in sport, about
the use of confidential information (as opposed to rules about insider trading which this was
not) or betting on the sport. However, this specific lack of governing body regulation did not
mean that an offence cannot have been committed - the findings of the regulator body of a
sport are not the same as a criminal investigation or sanction via a government regulator or
enforcement body. The question was how do you determine if an individual is using an
advantage that they should not have used? And there was the matter of public trust in the
political system - this trust is potentially damaged when people are perceived to have used
knowledge which others do not have, and where high standards are reasonably expected.
The complexities around the sharing of confidential information between individuals with
direct political connections and their close relations was also discussed.

The issue of informal political gambling was discussed. Andrew explained that the Gambling
Commission had decided not to pursue this area as political informal betting (such as
sweepstakes) would be unlikely to meet any regulatory threshold.

The Commission discussed whether the regulations in place were sufficient to capture
issues of those politically connected making political bets, and the responsibility of political
parties to set clear guidance on political gambling in their codes of conduct for those working
for the party in any capacity. One way forward might be to replicate the regulation regarding
sport, so that for the duration of a determined period, no one connected to a political party
should be able to bet on political markets so as to not call into question the integrity of the

ETHICS &
INTEGRITY
Commission

Leadership



Selflessness
Integrity
Leadership

v
£ 8
€| E
o @
—_ | O
0
JES

Accountability

system. It was noted that the Gambling Commission operated the regulations but was not in
a position to set the rules.

On behalf of the Committee, the Chair sincerely thanked Andrew for giving his time so
generously to talk about this important issue and which gave the Commission much to think

about.

The Commission agreed to consider whether this issue should be part of the Committee’s
future work programme and would continue their dialogue with the Gambling Commission.

[Andrew Rhodes and George Sinnott left the meeting.]

The Chair welcomed Stuart Sterling, appointed as the new Chief Executive Officer of the
EIC.

1. APOLOGIES

Professor Gillian Peele.

2. REGISTERS

Members were asked to let the Secretariat know of any changes to the new register
of interests for the EIC which had been previously circulated.

The Chair reminded members that the register of interests contained a new category
9, ‘gifts, benefits and hospitality’, and drew attention to the EIC Code of Conduct and
the Guidance and Protocols note which had also been circulated to members.

3. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

The minutes of the final meeting of the Committee on Standards in Public Life held
on 18 September 2025 were agreed.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ETHICS AND INTEGRITY COMMISSION

The Chair reported on the steps taken to establish the EIC in the past two months.
The Chair thanked members for confirming their membership of the Commission.
The recruitment campaign for three new independent members had now gone live on
the public appointments website.

The Chair thanked the secretariat team for their hard work and perseverance to
ensure the 13 October deadline was met. Steps were in hand to increase staff in the
secretariat.

Members noted the meetings that the Chair had held with Rt Hon Nick
Thomas-Symmonds MP, the Minister for the Cabinet Office, and Josh Simons MP,
Parliamentary Secretary in the Cabinet Office, in the two weeks preceding the launch
of the EIC. The Chair had also had regular calls with Simon Madden, Director,
Propriety & Ethics, Cabinet Office and was due to meet Ellen Atkinson, Acting
Director General, Propriety Constitution Group, Cabinet Office.

The Commission’s terms of reference had now been published which would be
reviewed in a year’s time, along with secretariat resourcing. The Chair drew attention
to the important letter from the Prime Minister which helpfully clarified the timeline on
the codes of conduct workstrand, noting that as its first piece of work, ‘the
Commission should report on how public bodies can develop, distribute and enforce
such codes so that they effect meaningful cultural change, ensuring public officials
act with honesty, integrity and candour at all times. On the publication of its report,
and on the Hillsborough Law receiving Royal Assent, the Commission will act as a
Centre of Excellence on public sector codes of conduct, providing guidance and best
practice to help all public bodies put ethics and integrity at the heart of public service
delivery’.

The Commission’s website would be developed over the forthcoming months, in
particular, adding material to help signpost the public to the various standards bodies.
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The Chair confirmed that he was staying in touch with the standards bodies in the
Devolved Administrations.

LAUNCH OF THE EIC: MEDIA

Members noted that the Chair had recorded an interview for Westminster Hour,
broadcast on 12 October, and that the Chair’s blog and video message had been
posted on the EIC website. CSPL social media channels had been updated to note
that the EIC had replaced CSPL.

FUTURE WORK

Members noted the updated implementation plan for the Commission’s future work
which would shortly be published on the website.

The Chair suggested that the Commission reviewed at its November meeting,
options for the Commission’s next thematic review, noting that this review could not
begin until additional staff were in place.

CURRENT STANDARDS ISSUES

No matters were raised.

AOB
FOIl requests

Members noted that the Commission had received one request for an internal review
which was in hand.
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Farewell to Lesley Glanz

The Chair reported that Lesley Glanz, Executive Assistant, was leaving the Civil
Service. On behalf of the Commission, the Chair expressed heartfelt gratitude to
Lesley for her many years of dedicated service to the Committee on Standards in
Public Life, now the Commission, and to public service more widely in her roles in
various units in the Cabinet Office. Lesley’s warmth, good humour, kindness and
willingness to take on any task have been a constant source of support to the team
and members and she will be greatly missed by all.

Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting of the EIC will be held at 10:00 on Thursday 20 November 2025.

EIC Secretariat
October 2025
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